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Section 1 ADMINISTRATION & INTERPRETATION 

1.1 TITLE 
This By-law shall be known as the óZoning By-law of the Corporation of the Township of Russellô.  

1.2 LANDS SUBJECT TO BY-LAW 
The provisions of this By-law shall apply to all lands within the boundaries of the Corporation of the 
Township of Russell. 

1.3 COMPLIANCE WITH BY-LAW 
No land shall be used and no buildings or structures shall be erected, altered, enlarged, or used within 
the Township of Russell except in compliance with the provisions of this By-law. This By-law shall not 
reduce or mitigate any restrictions lawfully imposed by an authority having jurisdiction to make such 
restrictions. 

No person shall change the purpose for which any land, building or structure is used, or erect any new 
building or structure or addition to any existing building or structure or sever any lands from an existing 
parcel if the effect of such action is to cause the original, adjoining or remaining lands, buildings or 
structures to be in contravention of this By-law. 

1.4 BUILDING PERMIT ISSUED 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this By-law, the Chief Building Official of the Corporation shall not 
issue a building permit or any combination therefore for the development or redevelopment of any lands 
or building or structure or any part thereof within the Municipality unless in accordance with the provisions 
of a By-law of the Corporation enacted pursuant to Section 40 of the Planning Act.  

Nothing in this By-law shall prevent the erection or use of any building or structure for a purpose 
prohibited by this By-law if the plans for such building or structure were approved by the Chief Building 
Official prior to the date of passing of this By-law, provided: 

a) When the building or structure is erected, it shall be used and shall continue to be used for the 
purpose for which the building permit was issued; and 

b) The erection of such building or structure is commenced within two (2) years of the date of 
passing of this By-law and provided the erection of such building or structure is completed within 
a reasonable time after the erection thereof is commenced. 

1.5 EFFECTIVE DATE 
This By-law shall come into force on the date of enactment by Council subject to Section 34(19) of the 
Planning Act.  

1.6 VALIDITY 
Should any section, clause or provision of this By-law be held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be 
invalid, the validity of the remainder of the By-law shall not be affected. 

1.7 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES 
Any person convicted of a breach of any of the provisions of this By-law shall be liable to a fine 
recoverable under the Provincial Offences Act. Each day of violation shall constitute an offence. 

1.8 REMEDIES 
Where any building, structure or use is in contravention of any provision of this By-law, such 
contravention may be restrained by action at the instance of any ratepayer or of the Corporation, pursuant 
to the provisions of the Municipal Act or the Planning Act. 
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1.9 EXISTING USES CONTINUED 
Nothing in this By-law shall prevent the use of any lot, building or structure for any purpose prohibited by 
this By-law if such lot, building or structure was lawfully used for such purpose on the date of passing of 
this By-law, so long as it continues to be used for that purpose. 

1.10 ADMINISTRATOR 

This By-law shall be administered by the Director of Planning, Building, and Economic Development or 
other assigned delegate a person designated by the Council of the Township of Russell as the Zoning 
Administrator. 

1.11 ENFORCEMENT 
This By-law may be enforced by any of the following: 

i. Director of Planning, Building, and Economic Development; 

ii. Municipal By-law Enforcement Officer; and 

iii. Other assigned delegates. 

1.12 INSPECTION OF LAND, BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES 
Subject to Section 49 of the Planning Act the Zoning Administrator or any other officer or any person 
acting under his or her instructions may, at all reasonable times and upon producing proper identification, 
enter and inspect any property for the purposes of carrying out his duties under this By-law.  

Except under the authority of a search warrant issued by a provincial judge or a justice of the peace, an 
officer or any person acting under his or her instructions shall not enter any room or place actually being 
used as a dwelling without requesting and obtaining the consent of the occupier, first having informed the 
occupier that the right of entry may be refused and entry made only under the authority of a search 
warrant. 

1.13 LICENCES AND PERMITS 
No municipal permit, certificate, or licence shall be issued for a proposed use of land or a proposed 
erection, alteration, enlargement or use of any building or structure that is in contravention of any 
provision of this By-law. In addition, where the approval of another agency or authority is required, such 
approval shall be obtained and submitted to the Zoning Administrator at the time of application for a 
building permit. 

1.14 CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY 
No change shall be made in the type of use of any land, building or structure within any zone, without first 
obtaining a Certificate of Occupancy from the Municipality to the effect that the proposed use conforms to 
this By-law. 

1.15 INTERPRETATION 
The provisions of this By-law shall be held to be the minimum requirements except where the word 
maximum is used in which case the maximum requirement shall apply. 

In this By-law the word 'shall' is mandatory; words in the singular include the plural; words in the plural 
include the singular; words in the present tense include the future; the masculine includes the feminine. 

In this By-law, the words óusedô and óoccupiedô shall include óintendedô, óarrangedô, and ódesignedô to be 
used or occupied. 

In this By-law, unless the context requires otherwise, the definitions and interpretations set out in Section 
2 shall apply. Where a term is not defined, its common usage shall apply. 



    

 
3 

A
D

M
IN

IS
T

R
A

T
IO

N
 &

 IN
T

E
R

P
R

E
T

A
T

IO
N

 
1 

Township of Russell  Zoning By-law ï DRAFT March 2017 

1.16 REPEAL OF EXISTING BY-LAWS 
All By-laws of the Corporation enacted pursuant to Section 34 of the Planning Act or a predecessor 
thereof are hereby repealed and such repeal shall come into effect upon the date this By-law comes into 
force.  

1.17 REQUEST FOR AMENDMENT 
Every request for an amendment to this Zoning By-law shall be accompanied by three (3) one(1) 
completed copies paper copy and one (1) electronic copy of the Corporation's 'Application for Amendment 
to Zoning By-law' as well as any other plans, studies or documents requested by the Corporation or 
Council. 

1.18 MEASUREMENTS 
This By-law is in metric units only.  

1.19 CONFLICT        
In the event of a conflict between this By-law and amendments thereto and any other general or special 
by-law of the Municipality, the most restrictive By-law shall prevail. 

1.20 REFERENCE TO STATUTES AND AGENCIES 
Where reference is made in this Zoning By-law to other documents, such as provincial or federal Acts, or 
other legislation, or to other documents that are not part of this By-law, it is understood that it is the latest 
approved version of the document that is being reference unless otherwise specified. 

Where this By-law makes reference to the jurisdiction of a public agency, and where the name or 
responsibilities of such public agency are changed hereafter, the said reference shall be deemed to 
include any and all successors to such public agency having jurisdiction over the matters to which the 
said reference applies. 

1.21 ILLUSTRATIONS 
Illustrations are provided and form part of this By-law to clarify the intent of definitions or zoning 
provisions. 

1.22 ZONE CLASSIFICATIONS 
For the purposes of this By-law, all lands within the geographic limits of the Township of Russell are 
divided into the following zones and are identified on the attached Schedules by the accompanying 
symbols. 

ZONES       SYMBOLS 

¶ Residential One Zone    R1 

¶ Residential One-A Zone    R1A 

¶ Residential One-B Zone    R1B 

¶ Residential Two Zone    R2 

¶ Residential Three Zone    R3 

¶ Rural Residential Zone    RR 

¶ Mobile Home Residential Zone   RMH 

¶ Open Space Zone    OS 

¶ Leisure Zone     L 

¶ Institutional Zone    I 

¶ Village Core Zone    VC 

¶ General Commercial Zone   C 

¶ Highway Commercial Zone   CH 

¶ Local Commercial Zone     CL 

¶ Business Park Zone    BP 
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¶ Industrial Park Zone         MP 

¶ Agricultural Industrial Zone   MA 

¶ Restricted Agricultural Zone   A1 

¶ General Agricultural Zone   A2 

¶ Mineral Aggregate ï Pit Zone    MAP 

¶ Mineral Aggregate ï Quarry Zone  MAQ 

¶ Mineral Aggregate ï Reserve Zone  MAR 

¶ Waste Disposal Zone    WD 

¶ Wrecking Yard Zone    WY  

¶ Wetlands Zone     WL 

¶ Flood Plain Zone    FP 
 

In addition, the following suffixes may be used in conjunction with any of the foregoing zones: 

¶ h:  holding zone 

¶ i:  interim control by-law 

¶ -numeral: special exception zone 

¶ -T:  temporary use 

1.23 SCHEDULES 
The following Schedules, which are attached hereto, are hereby made a form part of this By-law as fully 
and to all intents and purposes as though recited in full herein: 

a) Schedule óA1ô (Embrun) 

b) Schedule óA2ô (Russell) 

c) Schedule óA3ô (Limoges) 

d) Schedule óA4ô (Marionville) 

e) Schedule óA5ô (Rural Area ï North) 

f) Schedule óA6ô (Rural Area ï South) 

1.24 BOUNDARIES OF ZONES 
Where the boundary of any zone as shown on the attached Schedules is uncertain, the following 
provisions shall apply: 

a) Where the boundary is indicated as following a street, lane, railway right-of-way or other right-of-
way, then the boundary shall be the centre line of such street, lane, railway, right-of-way or other 
right-of-way; 

b) Where the boundary is shown as approximately following a lot line or an extension of a lot line on 
a registered plan of subdivision or registered survey plan, the lot line or extension thereof shall be 
the boundary; 

c) Where the boundary is shown as approximately following a watercourse, then the high water 
mark shall be the boundary; 

d) Where flood plain mapping is available, then the flood line shall be the boundary; and  

e) Where uncertainty exists as to the boundary of any zone, then the location of such boundary shall 
be determined from the original Schedule óAô which is available at the Clerk's office.  

1.25 STREETS AND RIGHTS-OF-WAY 
A street lane, railway right-of-way or other right-of-way shown on the attached Schedules shall be 
included, unless otherwise indicated, with the zone adjoining the property on either side thereof. 
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1.26 HOLDING ZONES 

a) Any parcel or area of land may be further classified as a holding zone with the addition of the 
suffix ó-h', in accordance with and for the reasons set out in the policies of the Township of Russell 
Official Plan. The intent is to signify Council's approval in principle to future development of the 
land for the purposes indicated by the symbol. The holding classification added to a given zone 
shall restrict development of the land until the requirements and/or conditions of the holding 
zones have been met. 

b) Where a holding zone applies, no lands shall be used and no buildings or structures shall be 
erected or used for any purpose other than those uses existing for such land, building or structure 
on the date of passing of this By-law. Any change from the holding status shall require an 
amendment to this By-law, and the Municipality may require that the applicant enter into an 
agreement for the development of his/her lands prior to the amendment being approved. 

1.27 SPECIAL EXCEPTION ZONES 

Where a zone classification is followed by a dash and a number (e.g. R2-2), this denotes a special 
exception zone. Lands so zoned shall be subject to all of the provisions of the zone represented by the 
classification except as otherwise provided by the special exception provisions. These special exception 
provisions are listed separately under each specific zone. 

1.28 TEMPORARY USE BY-LAW 

Where a zone classification is followed by a dash and the letter óTô, this denotes a temporary use By-law 
pursuant to Section 39 of the Planning Act. Details concerning the temporary use are listed at the end of 
the specific zone. 

1.29 USE, BUILDING, AND STRUCTURE CLASSIFICATION 
The uses, buildings, and structures specifically named as permitted uses in a particular zone are the only 
uses permitted in the particular zone in which they are named and classified. 

1.30 COMPLETE APPLICATIONS 
The Township of Russell Official Plan shall be referred to with respect to studies that may be required as 
part of development applications, including Zoning By-law Amendments. 
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Section 2 DEFINITIONS 
In this By-law, unless the context requires otherwise, the definitions and interpretations of this Section 
shall apply. The terms in italics denote specific land uses that may be listed as permitted uses in each 
individual zone. 

A 
Abattoir shall mean a building or structure wherein animals are slaughtered and processed for 
packaging, distribution and resale. 

Accessory shall mean aiding or contributing in a secondary way to a principal use to carry out its 
function, and having regard to this definition: 

a) An accessory use is a land use that is accessory to a main use; 

b) An accessory building is a building that houses an accessory use; 

c) An accessory structure is a structure, that is not a land use, but is accessory to a principal use 
and this definition is broadened to include tower antennas, satellite dishes and wind turbines. 

Any building or structure which is attached to the main building will not be considered accessory for the 
purposes of this By-law. 

Adult Entertainment ï Goods shall mean any premises or part thereof in which the main use is the 
provision, in pursuance of a business, of goods designed to appeal to erotic or sexual inclinations.   

Adult Entertainment ï Parlour shall mean any premises or part thereof in which are provided in 
pursuance of a trade, calling, business or occupation, live entertainment or services appealing to or 
designed to appeal to erotic or sexual inclinations, including an adult body rub parlour, and may include a 
restaurant as an accessory use. 

Agricultural Use shall mean the use of land, buildings or structures for: 

a) The growing of crops, including all related activities such as soil preparation, manure or fertilizer 
spreading, soil conditioning (including the spreading of sewage stabilized biosolids and/or other 
stabilized wastes, subject to a Certificate of Approval issued by the Ministry of the Environment 
and Climate Change Energy), planting, spraying, irrigating, harvesting, and also including the 
storage, processing and sale of crops; 

b) The raising, boarding, keeping and sale of all forms of livestock, except dogs or exotic animals, 
including all related activities such as breeding, training, feeding and grazing and including the 
raising of fish, bees, fowl, or fur or wool bearing animals 

c) The production of animal products such as milk, eggs, wool, fur or honey, including related 
activities such as the collection, storage and sale of the products; 

d) A greenhouse, nursery garden, orchard, vineyard, agro-forestry operation and maple-syrup 
production, including storage and sale of the products; 

e) The use, storage and repair of all forms of equipment or machinery needed to accomplish the 
foregoing activities;  

f) Uses of a farm agri-tourism nature that are secondary to and subordinate to the agricultural use 
such as educational displays, recreational activities, and occasional festivals or events; and 

g) A farm produce outlet selling agricultural products produced on the premises.  

Agricultural use shall not be construed to include commercial or industrial activities related to agriculture 
such as abattoirs, tanneries, grain drying and sale outlets, medical marijuana production facilities, or the 
manufacturing or processing activities involving farm crops or animal products.  
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Agricultural Produce Warehouse shall mean a building or part of a building used for the storage of 
agricultural produce and may include facilities for wholesale distribution or an accessory retail commercial 
outlet for the sale of such agricultural produce to the general public. 

Agriculture-Related Use means farm-related commercial and farm-related industrial uses that are 
directly related to farm operations in the area, support agriculture, benefit from being in close proximity to 
farm operations and provide direct products and/or services to farm operations as a primary activity. 

Agri-tourism shall mean a tourist oriented activity, service and/or facility located on a farm operation that 
promotes the products grown, raised and/or processed on that farm operation.  

Airport shall mean a tract of land that is adapted and maintained for the landing and takeoff of aircraft 
including the facilities for their shelter, supply, repair and maintenance. 

Airstrip shall mean a paved or unpaved runway for the landing and takeoff of aircraft but that lacks the 
usual facilities associated to an airport. 

Aisle shall mean the area used by motor vehicles for access to and from all off-street parking spaces, but 
does not include an access driveway.  

Alter shall mean: 

a) With reference to a building or part thereof, to change any one or more of the external 
dimensions of the building or to change the type of construction of the exterior walls or roof; 

b) With reference to a lot, to change the area, frontage or depth thereof; to change the width, depth 
or area of any required yard, landscaped open space or parking area; or to change the location of 
any boundary of such lot with respect to a street or lane, whether such alteration is made by 
conveyance or alienation of any portion of such lot or otherwise. 

Altered and alteration shall have corresponding meanings. 

Amenity Area shall mean the total passive or active area on a lot other than part of a dwelling unit, 
intended for the personal, shared or communal use of the residents of a building or buildings, and 
includes balconies, patios, rooftop gardens, childrenôs play area, and other similar features, but does not 
include indoor laundry or locker facilities, and cannot be comprised solely of landscaped open space 
without any furniture or structures. 

a) Amenity Area, Communal shall mean an amenity area exclusively devoted and common to and 
for the dwelling units comprised in a residential use.  

b) Amenity Area, Private shall mean an amenity area immediately adjacent to the dwelling unit 
served and with access controlled by the dwelling unit resident. 

Amusement Park means an indoor or outdoor entertainment facility providing for a range of activities 
and recreation, including a zoo or aquarium; electronic or mechanical rides such as a go-cart track, zip 
line or sports adventure and participation games such as a laser tag; paintballing; batting cage; or 
miniature golf facility. 

Animal Care Establishment shall mean an establishment for the caring, grooming and training of 
household pets, but does not include a kennel or an animal hospital. 

Animal Hospital shall mean a building or part of a building used by one or more licensed veterinarians 
and associated staff where household pets, or livestock are treated and where domestic animals or birds 
are kept only for treatment or during the recovery period.  

Aquaculture shall mean land devoted to the hatching, raising and breeding of fish or other aquatic plants 
or animals for sale or personal use.  

Artist Studio shall mean the workplace of an artist or craftsperson, including a painter, a sculptor or a 
photographer, where goods including jewellery or fine art such as portraits or sculptures are produced in 
small quantity and may be provided for sale. 
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Attached shall mean a building or structure otherwise complete in itself, which depends for structural 
support, or complete enclosure, upon a division wall or walls shared in common with adjacent buildings or 
structures. 

Attic shall mean that portion of a building immediately below the roof and wholly or partly within the roof 
framing. 

Automobile Body Shop shall mean a place where painting and major or structural repairs are made to 
motor vehicles are repainted and major or structural repairs made. 

Automobile Dealership shall mean a building or structure where a dealer displays new or used motor 
vehicles for sale or lease and may be associated with an automobile service station, automobile gas bar 
or an automobile body shop, but shall not include any other establishment otherwise defined or classified 
in this By-law place where new or used motor vehicles other than heavy vehicles are displayed and sold 
at retail, rented or leased.  

Automobile Garage shall mean a building, structure or lot where all activities of an automobile service 
station may take place, where major repairs of motor vehicles may be performed and where commercial 
motor vehicles may be stored. As an accessory use the sale of motor vehicles may be also permitted. 
Such repairs may include all mechanical repairs as well as body work but shall not include the 
dismantling of motor vehicles for scrap or the storage of motor vehicles awaiting scrapping. 

Automobile Gas Bar shall mean a development used for the sale of automotive fuel, oils, propane, 
automotive fluids and associated convenience store products. The gas bar may include a car wash as an 
accessory use place that retails automotive fuel along with small amounts of other automotive-related 
products such as pre-packaged motor oil or windshield washer anti-freeze, and may include the 
accessory sale of convenience items or food. 

Automobile Rental Establishment means a place where new or used motor vehicles other than heavy 
vehicles are rented. 

Automobile Service Station shall mean a place that: 

a) has one or more service bays or facilities for a mechanic to service and repair motor vehicles 
other than heavy vehicles, which may also retail fuel and other automotive products; or has one 
or more service bays or facilities for a mechanic to perform inspections, service and repair motor 
vehicles other than heavy vehicles, which may also retail fuel and other automotive products; or 

b) has one or more service bays which provide one or more single or specialized service product 
installation for motor vehicles other than heavy vehicles, such as mufflers or oil changes; and  

c) may include sales of motor vehicles other than heavy vehicles in association with the automobile 
service station as an accessory use. 

building where gasoline, propane, diesel fuel or oil is kept for sale and where only minor or emergency 
repairs essential to the actual operation of motor vehicles may also be performed, and where grease, 
anti-freeze, tires, spark plugs and other automobile accessories may be sold incidentally, and where 
motor vehicles may also be oiled, greased, or washed, but where no other activities of a commercial 
garage are carried on. 

Automotive Store shall mean an establishment primarily engaged in the retail sale of vehicle parts, 
accessories and tools. Accessory uses may include service bays for performing maintenance and repair 
operations on motor vehicles. This definition shall not include any establishment otherwise defined herein 
or specifically named elsewhere in this By-law. 

B 
Bank shall mean a place that provides a range of financial services and includes a trust company, 
finance company, mortgage company, investment company, or other financial institution, and may include 
an accessory bank machine. 
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Balcony shall mean a partially enclosed platform attached to or extending horizontally from one or more 
main walls of a building and used as an outdoor porch or sundeck.  

Bar shall mean a licensed drinking establishment, the principal business of which is to serve any sort of 
beverage alcohol to the public for consumption on the premises, and includes a pub and a nightclub. 

Barrier-Free Access Ramp shall mean an uncovered, inclined ramp providing access to the main 
floor/entry level of a building that provides a continuous unobstructed access route for persons with 
disabilities.  

Basement shall mean that portion of a building between two floor levels which is partly underground but 
which has at least one-half of its height from finished floor to finished ceiling above the average level of 
ground adjacent to the exterior walls of the building. 

Bay Window shall mean a projection from the wall of a building that contains a window, is wholly above 
the level of the adjacent floor surface and does not result in any projection of the adjacent floor area.  

Bed and Breakfast shall mean a detached dwelling or portion thereof primarily used as a private 
residence but wherein not more than three (3) bedrooms are rented and meals may be served to 
travelling or vacationing guests for commercial purposes. 

Bicycle Lane shall mean a signed and striped lane along a roadway for use by bicycles. 

Bicycle Parking shall mean a facility for the parking of bicycles, including an apparatus or mechanism 
permitting the bicycles to be secured. 

a) Horizontal Bicycle Parking shall mean bicycle parking that accommodates bicycles in a 
horizontal orientation, with both wheels on the ground. 

b) Vertical Bicycle Parking shall mean bicycle parking that accommodates bicycles in a vertical 
orientation, with one wheel over the other.  

Bicycle Path shall mean a dedicated bicycle path that is completely separate from roadways for motor 
vehicles. 

Bicycle Routes shall mean signed routes which bicyclists share with motor vehicles. Bike routes different 
from bike lanes in that routes do not include any striping on the roadway ï they are only designated by 
signage.  

Boarding House shall mean a detached dwelling or portion thereof containing not more than four (4) 
guest rooms, used for the accommodation of the public in which the owner or head lessee supplies for 
compensation, lodging with or without meals but does not include any other establishment otherwise 
defined herein.  

Broadcasting Studio shall mean a radio or television studio. 

Building shall mean a structure having a roof supported by columns or walls or directly on the foundation 
and used for the shelter and accommodation of persons, animals or goods: 

a) Main Building shall mean the building serving the principal or primary uses for which the lot was 
purchased, leased or rented. 

b) Temporary Building shall mean a building or structure intended for removal or demolition within 
a prescribed time, not exceeding two years, as set out in a building permit. 

Building By-law shall mean any Building By-law of the Corporation and its amendments thereto. 

Building Contractor's Shop or Yard shall mean a place of business for persons employed in building 
trades such as painting, plumbing, electrical work, masonry, metal working and carpentry or truck, 
bulldozer, loader and backhoe operating and such place of business may be used for the storage of 
equipment, materials and vehicles which are used on construction sites and may include such related 
uses as office space, or maintenance facilities, but shall not include a retail business, sales counter nor a 
wholesale business. 
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Building Line shall mean a line within a lot drawn parallel or concentric to a lot line establishing the 
minimum distance between that lot line and any portion of a building or structure which may be erected. 

Building Supply Outlet shall mean an establishment engaged in the selling or installing of building 
supplies including lumber, millwork, siding, roofing, plumbing, electrical, heating, air conditioning, home 
improvements and similar items. This definition shall not include any establishment otherwise defined 
herein or specifically named elsewhere in this By-law. 

Bulk Storage Tank shall mean a tank for the bulk storage of petroleum, gasoline, fuel oil, gas or 
inflammable liquid or fluid but does not include a container for inflammable liquid or fluid legally and 
properly kept in a retail store or a tank for storage merely incidental to some other use of the premises on 
which such tank is located. This definition shall include a bulk storage tank supply yard. 

Bus shall mean a motor vehicle designed for carrying ten or more passengers and used for the 
transportation of persons and includes a school bus. 

Business Incubator shall mean an establishment that is dedicated to nurturing the development and 
commercialization of startups, early-stage companies, and established enterprises by providing incubator 
services such as management training, networking facilities, programming, mentorship programs, 
business assistance services, and office space. 

Bus Shelter shall mean any structure located in the public-right-of way that covers or contains bus 
benches. Bus shelters may contain advertisements of goods purchased or services rendered at locations 
other than the premises on which the sign is located, subject to zoning ordinance regulations. 

C 
Call Centre shall mean a place where orders or inquiries are received, by means of telephone or 
electronic communications, regarding goods or services produced or delivered at another location. 

Carport shall mean a covered parking area which is open on at least two sides.  

Cartage or Transport Yard shall mean a building, structure or land used for the storage, rental, parking 
for remuneration, of trucks and/or tractor trailers, and from where trucks and/or tractor trailers are 
dispatched for hire as carriers of goods, wares or merchandise and including accessory buildings or 
structures for the storage and/or distribution of goods, wares or merchandise. 

Car Wash shall mean a building or structure containing facilities for washing motor vehicles, either by 
production line methods and mechanical devices, or by self-service operation. 

Cellar shall mean that portion of a building between two floor levels which is partly or wholly underground 
but which has more than one-half of its height from finished floor to finished ceiling below the average 
level of ground adjacent to the exterior walls of the building. 

Cemetery includes a mausoleum, columbarium and crematorium, and also includes a pet cemetery. 

Chief Building Official shall mean the officer or employee of the Corporation charged with the duty of 
enforcing the Building Code Act together with any Regulations made thereunder, and the provisions of 
the Building By-law. 

Children's Play Area shall mean an area, at or above ground level, developed with play equipment and 
suitably surfaced and fenced or otherwise enclosed for play by young children. Where required, childrenôs 
play area may form part of required amenity area. 

Coach House means a separate dwelling unit detached from a principal dwelling unit located either in its 
own building or within a building also containing an accessory use and on the same lot as the principal 
dwelling. 
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Commercial Nursery and/or Greenhouse shall mean a building and/or land for the growing of flowers, 
fruits, vegetables, plants, shrubs, trees, and/or similar vegetation which is sold directly from such building 
or lot at retail.   

Commercial Vehicle shall mean a commercial motor vehicle as defined in the Highway Traffic Act, as 
amended or re-enacted from time to time, and includes a bus, school bus, fire apparatus, road-building 
machine or farm vehicle as defined in that Act, and all other types of construction equipment, but 
excludes a motor vehicle. a vehicle used for commercial purposes with or without an attached or 
permanently attached delivery body and includes vehicles such as catering or canteen trucks, cube vans, 
two trucks, tilt and load, dump trucks, tractor trailers, semi-trailers and any vehicle which has an exterior 
fixture or fixtures for the purposes of carrying equipment, materials, or supplies for commercial purposes. 

Commercial Vehicle and Heavy Equipment Sales, Rental and Servicing shall mean a building or part 
of a building or structure in which commercial vehicles and transport trucks or trailers are offered or kept 
for sale or, rent, or service, but shall not include any other establishment defined or classified by this By-
law. 

Communications Facility shall mean installation facility which transmits, receives and/or relays 
communications such as a microwave relay tower, telecommunications infrastructure, radio, television 
broadcast tower or similar facility. It will also include accessory structures or equipment that are essential 
to the operation and maintenance of such facilities.  

Community Centre shall mean a multi-purpose facility that offers a variety of programs of a recreational, 
cultural, day care, social, community service, informational or instructional nature, and may include, as a 
portion of it, a medical facility. 

Community Garden shall mean a communal garden provided for the sole use of or consumption by the 
individual or individuals working the garden. 

Conservation Authority shall mean the South Nation Conservation Authority. 

Conservation Use shall mean a use related to the maintenance of the natural environment for the 
purposes of preservation, research, observation and outdoor uses such as hiking, hunting and fishing. 
This definition may include the erection and use of trail shelters, boardwalks, observation platforms, 
educational displays, and other similar structures ancillary to the foregoing uses. 

Corporation shall mean the Corporation of the Township of Russell. 

Council shall mean the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Russell. 

County shall mean the Corporation of the United Counties of Prescott and Russell. 

Cube Van Box shall mean the cargo area associated with a cube van. 

Custom Workshop shall mean a building or part thereof where individual custom productions of goods or 
materials are made but does not include any establishment where the manufacture of goods or materials 
is performed on a mass production or assembly line basis nor any shop or factory otherwise defined in 
the By-law. 

D 
Day Care Centre shall mean a premises that receives more than five children who are not of common 
parentage, primarily for the purpose of providing temporary care, or guidance, or both temporary care and 
guidance, for a continuous period not exceeding twenty-four hours, where the children are, 

a) under eighteen years of age in the case of a day care centre for children with a developmental 
disability, and 

b) under ten years of age in all other cases, 

but does not include, 
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c) part of a public school, separate school or private school within the meaning of the Education Act 
or part of a school continued or established under section 13 of the Education Act; 

This definition shall not include any other establishment otherwise defined herein or specifically named 
elsewhere in this By-law including a home-based business. 

Daylighting Triangle shall mean an area of a lot that is paved and curbed as part of the adjacent 
roadway, which is to be determined by measuring from the point of intersection of street lines on a corner 
lot, the distance required by this By-law along each such street line and joining such points with a straight 
line.  

Deck shall mean a structure abutting a building or a dwelling, with no roof or walls, except for visual 
partitions or railings, which is constructed on piers or a foundation above grade, for use as an outdoor 
leisure area. 

Display and Sales Area shall mean an area of a building which is: 

a) accessory to a permitted use in that building; 

b) primarily used for the display of samples, patterns or other goods and 

c) wherein orders are taken for merchandise which is stored in bulk in part of that building for future 
delivery to its customers. 

Dog Run means an enclosed outdoor extension of one or more dogsô individual indoor living space in 
association with a kennel. 

Driveway shall mean that portion of a lot used to provide access from the street to a parking space or 
spaces and which has been graded and gravelled or surfaced with concrete, asphalt, crushed stone or 
other hard surfaces and dustless materials. 

Driveway Access shall mean the area between the travelled portion of a roadway and parking lot used 
by motor vehicles for access to and from the parking lot, but does not include an aisle.  

Drive-Through use shall mean an establishment that by design, physical facilities, service or by packing 
procedures provides or dispenses products or services, through an attendant or an automated machine, 
to persons remaining in vehicles that are in designated stacking aisles. A drive-through facility may be in 
combination with other uses, such as a bank, restaurant or gas station.  

Dry Cleaning or Laundry Outlet shall mean a building used for the purpose of receiving articles or 
goods of fabric to be subjected elsewhere to the process of cleaning or dyeing. Such establishment may 
also be used for pressing and/or distributing any articles or goods which have been received therein. 

Dry Cleaning or Laundry Plant shall mean a building where dry cleaning, dry dyeing, cleaning or 
pressing of articles, goods or fabric is conducted and in which  

i. solvents, which emit no odours or fumes, are, or can be, used, and  

ii. no noise or vibration causes a nuisance or inconvenience without the premises. This 
definition may include a dry cleaning or laundry outlet. 

Dwelling means a building containing one or more dwelling units as a main use thereof, and includes:  

a) Accessory Dwelling shall mean a detached dwelling which is accessory to a permitted non-
residential use, located on the same lot therewith and is occupied either by the owner of such 
non-residential use or by a person employed on the lot where such dwelling is located. 

b) Accessory Dwelling Unit shall mean a dwelling unit which is part of and accessory to a 
permitted non-residential building other than an automobile service station or commercial garage. 
Such dwelling unit shall be occupied by the owner of the non-residential building or by a person 
employed on the lot where such dwelling unit is located. 

c) Accessory Dwelling Unit shall mean a dwelling unit accessory to a permitted non-residential 
use on the same lot and occupied by either an owner of such lot or by a person employed 
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thereon, including as a detached dwelling or as part of, and accessory to, a non-residential 
building.  

d) Dwelling Unit shall mean a residential unit located in a building or structure, used or intended to 
be used as a domicile by one or more persons and usually containing cooking, eating, living, 
sleeping and sanitary facilities. Moved to subsection o)  

e) Apartment Dwelling shall mean a building consisting of three or more dwelling units which have 
a common entrance from the street level, and the occupants of which have the right to use in 
common halls and/or stairs and/or elevators and/or yards and /or storage and/or laundry rooms 
and facilities. a residential use building that contains four or more principal dwelling units, other 
than a row house townhouse or stacked row dwelling townhouse dwelling. 

f) Detached Dwelling shall mean a detached building containing only one principal dwelling unit. 
This definition shall include a modular home as defined herein. 

g) Semi-Detached Dwelling shall mean a residential use building that is divided vertically into two 
principal dwelling units, each of which has an independent entrance directly from the outside. 

h) Duplex Dwelling shall mean a residential use building that is divided horizontally into two 
principal dwelling units, each of which has an independent entrance directly from the outside or 
through a common vestibule.  

i) Triplex Dwelling shall mean a residential use building that is divided horizontally into three 
principal dwelling units, each of which has an independent entrance directly from the outside or 
through a common vestibule. 

j) Row House Townhouse Dwelling shall mean a residential use building containing three or 
more attached principal dwelling units divided vertically, each of which has an independent 
entrance directly from the outside. 

k) Stacked Row Townhouse Dwelling means a residential use building containing four or more 
dwelling units, where the units in each pair are divided horizontally, and the pairs are divided 
vertically, and in which each dwelling unit has an independent entrance directly from the outside. 

l) Mobile Home Dwelling shall mean a dwelling unit transported in one piece suitable for long term 
occupancy, designed to be transported on its own wheels or by other means and arriving at a site 
ready for occupancy apart from incidental accessories and mechanical connections such as 
location on foundation supports or anchoring arrangements and connections to utilities. Such 
dwellings shall be certified to have been manufactured to the structural requirements for mobile 
homes as specified in CAN/CSA standard Z240.2.1 and to the Plumbing Requirements for Mobile 
Homes as specified in CAN/CSA Standard Z240.3.1 any dwelling that is designed to be made 
mobile and constructed or manufactured to provide a permanent residence for one or more 
person but does not include a recreational vehicle, travel trailer, tent trailer or trailer otherwise 
designed. 

m) Modular Home Dwelling shall mean a prefabricated or factory built residential building consisting 
of two or more sections, neither of which comprises a dwelling unit, that may be attached side-by-
side or above and below to form one or more complete dwelling units for year round residential 
occupancy, but this definition does not include recreational vehicles, or mobile homes. The 
building shall be designed and constructed in compliance with CSA A277 ñProcedures for Factory 
Certification of Buildings a prefabricated detached dwelling placed on a finished and permanent 
foundation. 

n) Apartment Dwelling shall mean a building consisting of three or more dwelling units which have 
a common entrance from the street level, and the occupants of which have the right to use in 
common halls and/or stairs and/or elevators and/or yards and /or storage and/or laundry rooms 
and facilities. Moved to section e) above  
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o) Dwelling Unit shall mean a residential unit located in a building or structure, used or intended to 
be used as a domicile by one or more persons and usually containing cooking, eating, living, 
sleeping and sanitary facilities. 

p) Secondary Dwelling Unit shall mean a self-contained dwelling unit subsidiary to and located in 
the same building as an associated permitted dwelling unit, where its creation does not result in 
the creation of a semi-detached dwelling, duplex dwelling, triplex dwelling, or converted dwelling 
(detached, semi-detached, or duplex dwellings only). 

q) Converted Dwelling shall mean a residential use building that has been altered, but not 
demolished and replaced, to increase the number of dwelling units to three or more.   

Two or more dwellings that share a common n foundation shall be considered separate dwellings. 

Detached  
Dwelling 

Semi-Detached  
Dwelling 

Duplex  
Dwelling 

Triplex  
Dwelling 

 

Townhouse 
Dwelling 

Stacked Townhouse 
Dwelling 

Illustration of Apartment 
Dwelling 
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E 
Electric Vehicle means any vehicle that operates, either partially or exclusively, on electrical energy from 
the grid, or an off-board source, that is stored on-board for motive purpose. 

Electric Vehicle Charging Station means a public or private parking space that is served by equipment 
that has as its primary purpose the transfer of electric energy to a battery or other energy storage device 
in an electric vehicle. 

Emergency Service includes police, fire, ambulance or paramedic services. 

Emergency Shelter means an establishment providing temporary accommodation to individuals who are 
in immediate need of emergency accommodation and food, and may include ancillary health care, 
counselling and social support services. 

Equestrian Centre shall mean the use of lands, buildings, or structures for the boarding of horses, the 
training of horses and riders, and the staging of equestrian events, but does not include the racing of 
horses. 

Erect shall mean build, construct, reconstruct, remove or relocate and shall include any preliminary 
physical operations such as cutting, grading, excavating, filling or draining, or any altering of an existing 
building by an addition, extension or other structural change, or any work which requires a building 
permit. óErectedô and óErectionô shall have corresponding meanings. 

Established Building Line shall mean the average setback from the centreline of a street of at least 2 
existing buildings located on lots having street frontage upon the said side of the street, provided such 
buildings are located on the same block and within a continuous strip of land that does not exceed 75 m. 

Existing shall mean existing as of the date of final passing of this By-law. 

F 
Factory Outlet shall mean a building or part of a building accessory to a permitted industrial use where 
the products manufactured by that industry are kept for wholesale or retail sale. 

Fairground shall mean lands where fairs, circuses or exhibitions are held primarily outdoors, and 
includes any accessory and temporary buildings. 

Family shall mean one or more individuals whether or not related by blood, marriage or legal adoption, 
which live together in one dwelling unit and maintain a common household. Family shall also include 
domestic servants, nursing aids and not more than two boarders or lodgers. 

Farm Equipment Sales, Rental and Servicing shall mean a building or part of a building or structure in 
which commercial vehicles limited to farm vehicles or equipment are offered or kept for sale or, rent, or 
service, but shall not include any other establishment defined or classified by this By-law. 

Farmersô Market shall mean an establishment or premises where the farm products of a local farming 
community are sold at retail by the grower from unenclosed or open air areas designated for individual 
retailers. 

Finished Grade shall mean: 

a) When used with reference to a building, shall mean the average elevation of the finished surface 
of the ground where it meets the exterior of the front of such building; 

b) When used with reference to a structure, shall mean the average elevation of the finished surface 
of the ground immediately surrounding such structure; 

c) When used with reference to a street, road or highway, shall mean the elevation of the street, 
road or highway established by the Corporation or other designated authority. 
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Flea Market shall mean an establishment or premises where occasionally or periodically goods wares, 
merchandise or articles such as antiques, second-hand goods, crafts and similar items are sold at retail to 
the general public from separate outlets within an enclosed structure and/or in an open area. This 
definition shall not include any other establishment otherwise defined herein or specifically named in this 
By-law. 

Flood Line shall mean a line established by a one in one hundred year storm which is determined by the 
flood plain mapping of the South Nation Conservation Authority. 

Flood Plain shall mean the area below the flood line, typically consisting of low lands adjoining a 
watercourse which has been, or may be, subject to flooding. 

Food Bank shall mean a premise where a not-for-profit organization collects and distributes food or other 
goods to individuals.  

Food Processing Plant shall mean an industrial a use where agricultural or fish products are prepared, 
processed, preserved, graded or stored, but does not include a restaurant or abattoir.  

Food Production shall mean a premises for the specialized production or preparation and packaging of a 
limited number of food and beverages products for sale to the public primarily for consumption off the 
premises such as catering establishments, make-your-own wine and beer establishments, test kitchens, 
microbreweries, bulk meal production, bakeries and butchers.  

Forestry Operation shall mean the use of land, buildings or structures for the planting, managing and 
harvesting of timber resources, including the cultivation of trees and shrubs for ornamental purposes and 
the establishment of a sawmill. 

Funeral Home includes an ancillary visitation centre and place of worship, and may also include a 
crematorium, and undertaking establishment. shall mean a building or part thereof used for human 
funeral services. Such building may contain space and facilities for: 

a) embalming and the performance of other services used in preparation of the dead for burial; 

b) the performance of autopsies and other surgical procedures; 

c) the storage of caskets, funeral urns, and other related funeral supplies; and, 

d) the storage of funeral vehicles, but shall not include facilities for cremation.  

Funeral Service shall mean a service held before a deceased personôs burial or before or after a 
deceased personôs cremation.  

G 
Garage, Private shall mean an accessory building or a portion of a residential building which is fully 
enclosed and used for the storage of motor vehicles and household equipment incidental to the 
residential occupancy. 

Garbage Container shall mean a bin, with or without a lid, used to store garbage and refuse temporarily. 
This definition excludes a container used for a construction or demolition project for which a valid building 
or demolition permit has been issued.  

Garbage Enclosure shall mean a solid opaque wall or fence comprised of concrete block, brick, wood, 
stucco, or metal, with a gate, that screens a garbage container.  

Garden Centre means an outdoor or indoor area used primarily for the display and retail sales of plants, 
gardening and landscaping supplies and equipment. shall mean a building or structure used for the 
growing of flowers, fruits, vegetables, plants, shrubs, trees or similar vegetation together with gardening 
tools and implements which are sold at retail from such building.  

Garden Suite shall mean a one-unit detached residential structure containing bathroom and kitchen 
facilities that is ancillary to an existing residential structure and that is designed to be portable. 
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Gazebo shall mean a freestanding, roofed accessory structure which is not enclosed, except for 
screening or glass and which is used in conjunction with a permitted use but shall not include any other 
use of activity otherwise defined or classified in this By-law.  

Golf Course shall mean a public or private area operated for the purpose of playing golf and includes par 
3 golf course, a driving range, or similar uses, but not does include a miniature golf course.  

Grain Handling and Storage Facilities shall mean buildings and structures used for the purpose of 
drying, processing, storage, and/or wholesale trade of harvested agricultural grains. 

Greenhouse shall mean a building whose roof and sides are largely made of glass or other transparent 
or translucent material and in which the temperature and humidity can be regulated for the cultivation of 
delicate or out of season plants for subsequent sale or for personal equipment.  

Gross Floor Area shall mean: 

a) for a dwelling or dwelling unit, the total area of the storeys contained within the outside walls of 
the dwelling or dwelling unit, exclusive of any garage, parking garage, carport, porch, veranda, 
sunroom, unfinished attic, unfinished basement or unfinished cellar; 

b) for a building or part of a building other than a dwelling or dwelling unit, the total area of all the 
storeys contained within the outside walls of the building. 

In all cases, only that floor area having a clear height to the ceiling of at least 2.2 m shall be considered in 
the calculation of the floor area. 

Group Home shall mean a supervised residential use building in which three to ten persons, exclusive of 
staff, live as a group in a single household living arrangement, and where the residents require support or 
supervision on a daily basis. The home is licensed and/or approved under provincial statutes and in 
compliance with municipal by-laws. Type A group homes includes group homes other than those for 
young offenders or adult offenders. Type B group homes includes group homes for young offenders or 
adult offenders.  

Guest Room shall mean a room or suite of rooms which contains no facilities for cooking and which is 
used or maintained for gain or hire by providing accommodation to the public. 

H 
Habitable Room shall mean a room commonly used for cooking, living, dining or sleeping purposes and 
shall include an enclosed sunroom but shall not include any garage, carport, porch, veranda, unfinished 
attic, unfinished basement or unfinished cellar. 

Height of a building shall mean the vertical distance measured between the average grade at the base of 
a main wall and: 

a) The highest point of the roof surface of a flat roof; 

b) The average level between eaves and ridge in the case of a gable, gambrel, shed or hip roof;  

c) The underside of the roof deck in the case of a mansard roof; or 

d) The highest point of the building or structure in all other cases. 
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High Water Mark shall mean the mark made by the action of water under natural conditions on the shore 
or bank of a waterbody where such action has been so common and usual and so long continued that it 
has created a difference between the character of the vegetation or soil on one side of the mark and the 
character of the vegetation or soil on the other side of the mark. 

Highway shall mean a public thoroughfare intended for vehicular use by the general public. 

Hobby Farm shall mean a lot used principally for residential use and where accessory uses may include 
small scale market gardening for retail. Livestock, including horses, will be limited to a maximum of 4 
nutrient units, as defined by the Nutrient Management Act, and able to meet the Minimum Distance 
Separation formula.   

Home-Based Business Occupation shall mean an occupation, trade, business, profession or craft, 
conducted entirely within a dwelling unit by one or more persons residing therein, or in an accessory 
building or part thereof, and carried on as a secondary and subordinate use to the use of a dwelling and 
shall include the following: 

a) Instruction in or businesses involving music, academic subjects, religion, dancing, arts and crafts 
such as pottery, weaving, painting or sculpting, sewing, hairdressing or similar uses; 

b) Businesses involving work conducted primarily in other locations, such as those operated by 
electricians, plumbers, carpenters or operators of commercial vehicles, including school buses, 
provided that the storage of commercial vehicles, equipment or materials does not take place at 
the residence; 

c) Businesses involving the repair of small appliances, engines, radios, televisions and similar items, 
skate or knife sharpening or similar uses; 

d) An office used by a physician, dentist or other medical practitioner, an insurance agent, 
accountant, engineer, lawyer, architect, sales person or a person engaged in a similar 
occupation; 

e) A home-based day care with a maximum of five (5) children.  

Home-Based Business Occupation, Rural shall mean an occupation, business, trade or craft which is 
accessory to a farming operation. This definition may include the services or repair of merchandise or 
equipment, the grading of produce, a retail outlet for farm supplies and machinery, a farm produce outlet 
or similar activities. 

Home Industry shall mean a trade or occupation, carried out on as an accessory use to a permitted fully 
detached dwelling, which may include a carpentry shop, a craft shop, a metal working shop, a plumbing 
shop, an electrical shop, a welding shop, a storage building for school buses, boats or snowmobiles, or a 
similar use that includes but is not limited to processing, assembly, manufacturing or a workshop and is 
carried out by a person residing in the main dwelling unit. The home industry shall be permitted in the 
dwelling or contained in an accessory building or part thereof. 
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Hospital shall mean a premise used as a private or public hospital under Province of Ontario legislation 
for the care or treatment of: 

a) Persons afflicted with or suffering from sickness, disease or injury; 

b) Convalescent or chronically ill persons;  

c) Persons suffering from substance addictions; or 

d) Persons suffering from emotional, or psychological disorders;  

and may include ancillary uses such as a restaurant, or a hostel for the short-term accommodation of 
patientsô families during treatment or convalescence. 

I 
Industrial Use, Light shall mean an industrial use that consists of a self-contained process with low 
probability of fugitive emissions, and shall include small scale manufacturing and assembly of goods, 
small scale transportation depots, and warehousing. 

a) The manufacture from previously prepared materials of finished parts or finished products; 

b) factory or assembly-line processes that involve the manufacture, processing, assembly or 
packaging of finished parts or finished products made from previously prepared materials; or 

c) the repair or servicing of such products. 

Industrial Use, Medium shall mean medium scale processing and manufacturing with heavy outdoor 
storage of wastes or materials, and shall include food processing plants, large manufacturing plants 
requiring frequent truck traffic, large scale transportation depots, and storage yards. 

Industrial Use, Heavy shall mean large scale manufacturing or processing with a large physical size, 
production volumes and intensity of use and/or having the potential for the release of contaminants. 

a) The manufacture or processing of products from raw materials; or 

b) The production or use of flammable, explosive or other hazardous materials. 

Intensive Livestock Operation shall mean an agricultural operation in which the total number of 
livestock units is greater than 150 and there are more than 2.5 livestock units per hectare. For the 
purpose of this definition, the number of Livestock Units shall be determined in accordance with the 
Minimum Separation Distance II (MDS II).  

Instructional Facility shall mean a facility that provides practical instruction or training in an art, hobby, 
skill or trade, and includes a studio, a computer training facility, a martial arts school and any other similar 
facility. 

K 
Kennel shall mean a building or structure premises, including outdoor areas (i.e. dog runs), where dogs 
and cats and other household pets are bred, raised, boarded or trained, given medical treatment or 
housed for similar purposes for which compensation is paid, and shall include a Humane Society shelter 
or pound.  

L 
Landing shall mean a platform at the end of a flight of stairs. 

Landscaped Open Space shall mean open space comprised of lawn, natural or ornamental shrubs, 
flowers or trees and may include space occupied by paths, walks, courts, patios and pools, but shall not 
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include parking areas, loading spaces, traffic aisles, driveways or ramps for vehicles, or any open space 
beneath or within a building  or structure. 

Lane shall mean a public thoroughfare which affords only a secondary means of access for vehicular 
traffic to abutting lots but which is not intended for general traffic circulation. 

Library shall mean a public, lending library. 

Livestock Sales Establishment shall mean a building exclusively dedicated to the sale of livestock and 
includes an auction barn.  

Loading Space shall mean a space or bay located on a lot which is used or intended to be used for the 
temporary parking of any commercial vehicle while loading or unloading goods, merchandise or materials 
used in connection with the use of the lot or any building thereon. 

Lodging House shall mean a principal dwelling within the whole of a residential use building that 
contains at least four rooming units, and which may also contain dwelling units and an administration 
office accessory to the operation of the house. 

Lot shall mean a parcel or tract of land which is capable of being legally conveyed in accordance with the 
provisions of the Planning Act and includes: 

a) Corner Lot shall mean a lot situated at the intersection of two or more streets having an angle of 
intersection of not more than 135 degrees.  

b) Interior Lot shall mean a lot other than a corner lot of a through lot  

c) Through Lot shall mean a lot bounded on two opposite sides by streets, provided that if any lot 
qualifies as both a through lot and a corner lot, it shall be considered a corner lot for the purposes 
of applying the zoning by-law. 

d) Irregular Lot which means a lot where any interior angle formed by any two lot lines is other than 
ninety (90) degrees. 

 

Illustration of Lot Types 

 
Lot Area shall mean the total horizontal area within the lot lines of a lot. 

Lot Coverage shall mean the percentage of the lot area covered by all buildings and structures above 
ground level, including accessory buildings, provided that the area of buildings shall be measured to the 
exterior of the outside walls, and shall not include permitted projections. 
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Lot Line shall mean any boundary of a lot or the vertical projection thereof. 

a) Front Lot Line shall mean, in the case of an interior lot, the lot line that divides a lot from the 
street, whether or not that line jogs or curves. In the case of a corner lot, L-shaped lot, or through 
lot, the shorter lot line abutting a street shall be deemed to be the front lot line. In the case of a 
corner lot, L-shaped lot, or through lot where the lot lines abutting the street are the same length, 
the lot line where the principal access to the lot is provided shall be deemed to be the front lot 
line. 

OR (from Ottawa): that lot line, not including a corner lot line, which abuts a street for the shortest 
distance, whether or not that line jogs or curves, and extending between the side lot lines, more or less 
for the full width of the lot, and where more than one such lot line exists, means a lot line which abuts the 
same street as the front lot line of an abutting lot 

b) Rear Lot Line shall mean, in the case of a lot having four or more lot lines, the lot line furthest 
from and opposite to the front lot line. If the lot has less than four lot lines, there shall be deemed 
to be no rear lot line that lot line furthest from and opposite the front lot line but if there is no such 
line, that point furthest from and opposite the front lot line. If there are two or more parallel rear lot 
line segments at different distances from the front lot line, as in the case of an L-shaped lot, each 
segment shall be considered to be the rear lot line for that portion of the front lot line directly 
opposite. 

OR (from Ottawa): the lot line furthest from and opposite the front lot line but if there is no such line, that 
point furthest from and opposite the front lot line 

c) Side Lot Line shall mean any lot line other than the front or rear lot line. 

d) Exterior Side Lot Line shall mean that lot line that abuts a street. 

 
Illustration of Lot Lines 

 



    

 
23 

D
E

F
IN

IT
IO

N
S

 
2 

Township of Russell  Zoning By-law ï DRAFT March 2017 

Lot Frontage shall mean the width of a lot measured between the intersection of the side lot lines with a 
line back from and parallel to the front lot line, at a distance equal to the minimum required front yard 
depth. 

M 
Marine Facility shall mean a building or structure which is used to place a boat into or take a boat out of 
a waterbody; or to moor, berth or to store a boat. This definition may include a boat launching ramp, boat 
lift, dock or boathouse, but shall not include any building used for human habitation, or any boat service, 
repair or sales facility. 

Medical Facility shall mean a building or part of a building wherein health services are provided to the 
public in the form of a medical, paramedical, dental, surgical, physiotherapeutic, or other human health 
services including associated technician and laboratory facilities, and may also include an incidental 
pharmaceutical outlet for the sale of prescription and therapeutic drugs and medication and other drug 
store products normally sold in a pharmaceutical outlet, and optical equipment. 

Medical Marijuana Production Facility shall mean a federally-licensed facility used for the cultivation, 
processing, testing, destruction, packaging or shipping of marijuana used for medical purposes as 
permitted under the federal governmentôs Marihuana for Medical Purposes Regulations or any 
subsequent legislation which may be enacted in substitution thereof. 

Medical Practitioner shall mean a doctor, dentist, chiropractor, chiropodist, optometrist, and oculist but 
shall not include a veterinarian.  

Merchandise Service Shop shall mean an establishment wherein articles or goods such as appliances, 
furniture or similar items may be repaired or serviced. May include the sale of articles or goods repaired 
or serviced as an accessory use. This definition shall not include any manufacturing operation or 
establishment used for the service or repair of vehicles. 

Microbrewery shall mean a brewery, completely contained within a structure that produces less than 
12,500 hectolitres of beer per year. Microbreweries sell to the public by one or more of the following 
methods: the traditional three-tier system (brewer to wholesaler to retailer to consumer); the two-tier 
system (brewer acting as wholesaler to retailer to consumer); and directly to the consumer through 
carryouts and/or on-site tap-room or restaurant sales. Ancillary tasting of beer shall be permitted.  

Minimum Distance Separation Formulae shall mean formulae developed by the Province of Ontario to 
minimize odour conflicts between livestock facilities and development, as amended from time to time 
separate uses and reduce incompatibility concerns related to odour from livestock operations. 

Mini Warehouse and Public Storage shall mean a building or part of a building wherein general 
merchandise, vehicles, boats, trailers, furniture and household goods are stored in separate, secured 
storage area or lockers which are generally accessible by means of individual loading doors. 

Mobile Home shall mean any dwelling that is designed to be made mobile and constructed or 
manufactured to provide a permanent residence for one or more person but does not include a 
recreational vehicle, travel trailer, tent trailer or trailer otherwise designed. (moved to Dwelling) 

Mobile Home Park shall mean a lot containing two or more mobile home dwellings on separate mobile 
home sites, with or without buildings, structures or uses accessory thereto two or more occupied mobile 
homes housed on the same lot, but does not include a tent and trailer park.  

Mobile Home Site shall mean an area of land within a mobile home park that is used as the site of, and 
pertains to, not more than designed to accommodate one mobile home dwelling.  

Modular Home shall mean a prefabricated detached dwelling placed on a finished and permanent 
foundation. (moved to Dwelling) 

Municipal Garage shall mean a building which is used for the storage of motor vehicles and equipment 
belonging to the Township of Russell. 
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Municipality shall mean the Corporation of the Township of Russell. 

Museum includes a public art gallery or a public archives. 

N 
Non-Complying shall mean a permitted use, building or structure that, on the date of the passing of this 
By-law, does not meet one or more regulations set out for the zone in which such use, building or 
structure is located. 

Non-Conforming shall mean the use or activity in respect of any land, building or structure which, on the 
date of passing of this By-law, is not within the list of permitted uses set out in this By-law for the zone in 
which such land, building or structure is located. 

Noxious Use shall mean a use or activity which, from its nature or from the manner of carrying of same, 
creates or is liable to create, by reason of destructive gas or fumes, dust, objectionable odour, noise or 
vibration or unsightly storage of goods, wastes, merchandise, salvage, machinery parts, junk, waste or 
other materials, a condition that may become hazardous or injurious with regard to health or safety or 
which prejudices the character of the surrounding area or interferes or may interfere with the normal 
enjoyment of any use of activity in respect of any land, building or structure. 

Nursery shall mean a building, structure or lot used for the growing of sod, flowers, bushes, trees or 
other gardening, landscaping or orchard stock for wholesale or retail sale. 

Nutrient Management Plan shall mean a report that evaluates the relationship between the land-based 
applications of nutrients, management techniques, and agricultural land use. 

O 
Office shall mean a building or part thereof, designed, intended or used for the practice of a profession, 
the carrying on of a business and/or the conduct of public administration, and where one or more 
individuals and/or professionally qualified persons provide services to clients, including such uses as 
travel agency, insurance agency, newspapers office, communications office, lawyerôs office, architectôs 
office, engineerôs office, or similar use but shall not include a medical/dental office or any other use 
otherwise defined or classified in this By-law. 

Open Storage shall mean the storage of goods, merchandise or equipment accessory to a permitted 
use, where it is located outside of a building or structure and visually screened by a fence or other visual 
barrier. outside of a building or structure on a lot or portion thereof, including such uses as building 
materials supply yards, but does not include the outdoor display of a limited number of samples of the 
goods, merchandise or equipment for the purpose of sales and advertisement or the storage of vehicles 
or equipment for sale or repair. This definition shall not include the open storage of goods or equipment 
incidental to the residential occupancy of a lot. 

Outdoor Commercial Patio shall mean an outdoor seating area, operated as part of a restaurant, bar, 
place of assembly an outdoor area where food, beverage, wine, spirits or any of them are served to the 
public or to members of a club or organization. 

Outdoor Display and Sales Area shall mean an area set aside outside of a building or structure, used in 
conjunction with a business located within the building or structure on the same property, for the display 
or sales of seasonal produce, new merchandise or the supply of services.  

P 
Park shall mean an area of land consisting largely of open space which may include a recreational area, 
playground, playfield or similar use and may also include accessory buildings or structures such as a 
maintenance building, washroom or canteen. 
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a) Public Park shall mean a park owned and maintained by the Municipality or other public 
authority. 

b) Private Park shall mean a park other than a public park. 

Parking Aisle shall mean a portion of a parking area or a commercial parking lot which abuts a parking 
space on one or more sides and which provides access from the parking space to a street or lane, and 
which is not used for vehicular parking. 

Parking Garage shall mean a building used for the parking of four or more motor vehicles, but excludes a 
garage accessory to a detached, semi-detached, or duplex dwelling. 

Parking Lot shall mean an area, lot, or place other than a building used for the temporary storage or 
parking of four or more motor vehicles but does not include the sale of new or used vehicles or the storing 
of impounded or wrecked vehicles. 

Parking Space shall mean an rectangular area exclusive of any aisles or driveways used for the parking 
of one motor vehicle. 

Person shall include an individual, an association, a chartered organization, a firm, a partnership, a 
corporation, an agent or trustee and the heirs, executors or other legal representatives of a person to 
whom the context can apply according to law. 

Personal Service Establishment shall mean a place where: 

a) A service is performed for the personal grooming and personal effects or clothing of the 
consumer, including a hair styling salon; tattoo and piercing parlours; spa; tanning salon; shoe 
repair shop; tailor shop or dressmaker shop; or massage therapy service but excluding a body 
rub parlour. 

b)  A consultation or information service is provided by a professional, other than a medical 
professional, including a travel agency or an interior decorator, or 

c) Other personal or business services are provided, including a printing, publishing, photocopying, 
picture framing or photofinishing service, including self-service operations.  

Pit shall mean land or land under water licensed by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry from 
which unconsolidated aggregate (gravel, stone, earth, clay, fill, or other such material) is removed to 
supply material for construction, industrial or manufacturing purposes but shall not include an excavation 
incidental to the erection of a building or structure or an excavation incidental to the construction of any 
public work. This definition includes all activities which are normally associated with the operation of a pit 
such as crushing, screening, processing, washing and storage and also includes a wayside pit as defined 
herein. 

Place of Assembly shall mean a place designed and used to accommodate gatherings of people such 
as clubs, reception halls, conference centres, legion halls, assembly halls and lodges, and for events 
such as trade shows, banquets, funeral services and political or other conventions. 

Place of Entertainment shall mean an indoor entertainment facility providing for amusement, diversion 
or pastime, including a motion picture theatre, billiard or pool room, bowling alley, bingo halls, amusement 
arcades, but does not include any facility otherwise defined or classified herein. 

Place of Worship includes, but is not limited to churches, chapels, temples, mosques, parish halls and 
synagogues including offices for the administration of the religious institution, convents, seminaries, 
monasteries, rectories, parsonages and parish houses. Funeral services are permitted in places of 
worship. 

Planting Strip shall mean an area which shall be used for no purpose other than planting and 
maintaining a row of trees or a continuous unpierced hedgerow of evergreens or shrubs, immediately 
adjacent to the lot line or portion thereof along which such planting strip is required herein. 
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Porch shall mean a structure abutting a building or dwelling, having a roof but with walls that are 
generally open and unenclosed except for removable screens and storm sashes or awnings, for use as 
an outdoor leisure area.  

Portable Asphalt Plant shall mean a small, portable facility: 

a) With equipment designed to heat and dry aggregate and to mix aggregate with bituminous 
asphalt to produce asphalt paving material, and includes stockpiling and storage of bulk materials 
used in the process; and  

b) Which is not of permanent construction, but which is to be dismantled at the completion of the 
construction project. 

Portable Concrete Plant shall mean a small, portable facility: 

a) With equipment designed to mix and/or crush cementing materials, aggregate, water and 
admixtures to produce concrete, and includes stockpiling and storage of bulk materials used in 
the process; and  

b) Which is not of permanent construction, but which is designed to be dismantled at the completion 
of the construction project. 

Post Office shall mean a building or part of a building wherein postal supplies are offered or kept for 
retail sale upon the premises and where letters and parcels are received from the public for shipping and 
mailing. 

Post-Secondary Institution shall mean a public educational institution that includes: 

a) A university which means a place of higher education, which has a body of teachers and students 
on the premises, and that offers instruction at the undergraduate level, post-graduate level, or 
both, and which is empowered by law to grant a degree upon the successful completion of a 
prescribed course of study; 

b) A college which means a college of applied arts and technology or other similar place of post-
secondary education which has a body of teachers and students on the premises, and that 
provides instruction in business, a trade, or a craft; and that is empowered by law to grant 
diplomas, licenses or certificates that permit the holders to represent themselves as qualified to 
work in a particular trade or occupation; or 

c) Any residential use buildings, dwelling units or rooming units ancillary to and located on the same 
lot as a university or college. 

Principal shall mean the primary use of land or of a building. 

Printing Establishment shall mean a premises used for blueprinting, engraving, stereotyping, electro-
typing, printing, or typesetting, and shall include such uses as newspaper and book publishing and shall 
also include a print shop. 

Production Studio shall mean a premises where the master copy of an audio or video performance or 
presentation is made. 

Public Authority shall mean the Township of Russell, the United Counties of Prescott and Russell, a 
Conservation Authority and any departments of the Governments of Ontario or Canada, including any 
Boards or Commissions thereof. 

Public Use shall mean a building, structure or lot used for public services by the Corporation or the 
United Counties and any Boards or Commissions thereof and any Ministry or Commission of the 
Governments of Ontario and Canada, any utilities, telecommunications or railway company or similarly 
recognized agencies. A public use includes emergency services, stormwater management facilities, and 
wastewater treatment facilities. 

Q 
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Quarry shall mean land or land under water licensed by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
from which consolidated aggregate (rock other than metallic ores) is being or has been removed to supply 
material for construction, industrial or manufacturing purposes but shall not include an excavation 
incidental to the erection of a building or structure or an excavation incidental to the construction of any 
public works. This definition includes all activities which are normally associated with the operation of a 
quarry such as crushing, screening, washing and storage and also includes a wayside quarry as defined 
herein. 

R 
Recreational and Athletic Facility means a public place designed and equipped with facilities such as a 
swimming pool, squash or tennis courts, gymnasia, weight-lifting and exercise rooms and used for 
recreational, fitness or athletic pastimes, and may include an ancillary sports field. 

Recreational Vehicle shall mean any vehicle that is suitable for being attached to a motor vehicle for the 
purpose of being drawn or is self-propelled, and/or is capable of being used on a short term recreational 
basis for the living, sleeping or eating accommodation of persons. The term recreational vehicle includes 
the following: travel trailers, tent trailers, motor homes, boats, boat trailers, snowmobiles, dune buggies or 
any other similar vehicles. 

Recycling Depot shall mean a special waste management facility which serves as a temporary storage 
site for clean materials such as glass, paper, cardboard, plastic, metal and other similar products which 
will be transferred to another location for reuse. This definition does not include any other type of waste 
management system. 

Refreshment Vehicle shall mean a structure or a converted vehicle located on a lot where food products 
and beverages are prepared and sold to the public (commonly known as a chip wagon). 

Rental Establishment shall mean a building or part of a building wherein the primary use is the rental of 
machinery, equipment, furniture and fixtures. 

Research and Development Centre means a place used for systematic research, data collection and 
manipulation, or technical or scientific development of information or new products, and may include a 
research laboratory; but excludes industrial and manufacturing operations other than those required as 
part of the research. 

Residential Care Facility shall mean an establishment providing supervised or supportive in-house care 
for those who need assistance with daily living, that may also provide on-going medical or nursing care or 
counselling and social support services and which may include services such as medical, counselling, 
and personal services. 

Residential Zone shall include the following zones: Residential One (R1), Residential One-A (R1A), 
Residential One-B (R1B) Residential Two (R2), Residential Three (R3), Rural Residential (RR), and 
Mobile Home Residential (RMH). 

Restaurant (Full-Service) shall mean a building or part of a building wherein food is prepared and 
offered for sale to the public primarily for consumption on or off the premises within the building. However, 
limited facilities may be permitted to provide for a take-out food function provided such facility is clearly 
secondary to the primary restaurant use. A restaurant may also include the licensed sale and 
consumption of alcoholic beverages. 

Restaurant (Take-Out) shall mean a building or part of a building wherein food is prepared and offered 
for sale to the public primarily for off-premises consumption. However, limited facilities may be permitted 
for consumption within the building provided such facility is clearly secondary and incidental to the take-
out function and delivery function and provided the service of delivery of food to or waiting on tables or 
licensed sale and consumption of alcoholic beverages is not carried out. Such a use includes a chip-
wagon. 
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Restaurant (Walk-In) shall mean a building or part of a building wherein food is prepared and offered for 
sale to the public for consumption within or outside the building but may also include off-premises 
consumption. Such use, normally known as a fast food restaurant, is characterized by customer pick up 
of food at a counter or drives thru car pick up and does not provide the service of delivering to or waiting 
on tables or licensed sale and consumption of alcoholic beverages. 

Retail Convenience Store/Rental Outlet shall mean a retail store where a range of day-to-day items 
such as newspapers, confections, foodstuffs, sundries and other such household items are sold in small 
quantities building or part of a building, where food, tobacco, periodicals or similar items are kept for retail 
sale to fulfill the day to day needs of customers and for the rental of items such as videos, video games, 
VCR's, camcorders or similar items. 

Retail Food Store means a store where primarily food, as well as other personal, convenience and 
household items and services, is provided for sale directly to the public and includes a supermarket, 
butcher shop, bakery shop, produce outlet, and delicatessen but does not include a farmersô market. 

Retail Store shall mean a building or part of a building wherein merchandise is offered or kept for retail 
sale upon the premises, including non-profit retail operations, but does not include any establishment 
otherwise defined or classified within this By-law. Storage of limited quantities of such merchandise, 
sufficient only to service such store and the servicing of such merchandise may be permitted in a retail 
store as ancillary uses, provided such uses are clearly necessary and secondary to the main retailing 
function of the store. 

Retirement Home shall mean a residential use building containing rooming units or a combination of 
rooming and dwelling units, providing residence mostly to senior citizens who do not require assistance 
with daily living, and which may provide ancillary health, personal service, and recreational services to 
serve the residents of the home. 

Riding Stable shall mean lands and buildings or structures used for the housing of to house horses and 
for their exercise and training may include a riding school, boarding stables, tack shop and or other 
related uses. 

Rooming House shall mean a dwelling within the whole of a residential use building that contains at 
least four rooming units, and which may also contain dwelling units and an administration office 
accessory to the operation of the house. 

S 
Sanitary Sewers shall mean a system of underground conduits, owned and operated either by the 
Corporation or by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change, which carries sewage to a 
sewage treatment facility. 

Satellite Dish means a parabolic antenna used to receive communications signals from a satellite. 

School shall mean a school under the jurisdiction of a Board as defined in the Education Act. 

Service and Repair Shop shall mean a place where personal effects and household goods and 
appliances are repaired, but does not include the repair of large equipment such as motor vehicles or 
heavy equipment. 

Setback shall mean: 

a) With reference to a waterbody or watercourse, the distance between the floodline and the nearest 
part of any main building or structure on the lot. When there is no engineered floodline, it shall 
mean the distance between the high water mark and the nearest point of any main building or 
structure on the lot. 

b) With reference to slope, the distance between the top of the slope and the nearest building line. In 
the event that there are two or more slopes on a lot, then the setback distance shall be measured 
from the top of that slope which is highest in elevation. 
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c) With reference to a road, the distance between the centreline of the street allowance and the 
nearest building line. 

d) With reference to a lot line, the shortest distance between a lot line (front, interior side, exterior 
side, or rear) and the nearest part of any building or structure on the lot. In cases where a road 
widening is taken, the required setback is calculated from the lot line prior to the road widening. 

Sewage Disposal Site shall mean a site which is licensed or approved by the Ministry of the 
Environment and Climate Change and/or its agent for use as a disposal site for sewage and includes a 
sewage treatment plant, sewage lagoon or sludge disposal area. 

Shipping Container shall mean any trailer which does not have a valid permit under the Highway Traffic 
Act, whether or not the same is mounted on wheels; mobile storage trailers, storage structures or cargo 
boxes designed or once serving as commercial shipping or cargo containers; truck trailers or boxes. 

Shopping Centre shall mean a group of commercial and service establishments or uses, related in size 
and type primarily to the special commodity needs of the community and designed, developed and 
managed as a unit whether by a single Owner, a group of Owners or tenants acting in collaboration 
having the required off street parking and loading facilities provided on the site.  

Sight Triangle shall mean the triangular space formed by the street lines of a corner lot and a line drawn 
from a point in one street line to a point in the other street line, each such point being 6 m from the point 
of intersection of the street lines (measured along the street lines). Where the two street lines do not 
intersect at a point, the point of intersection of the street lines shall be deemed to be the intersection of 
the projection of the street lines or the intersection of the tangents to the street lines. 

 

Illustration of Sight Triangle 
 

Sign shall mean a sign as defined by the Sign By-law of the Township of Russell.  

Sludge shall mean stabilized organic soil conditioning material produced by a sewage treatment plant. 

Specialized Farm shall mean land on which the predominant commercial economic activity consists of: 
raising chickens, turkeys or other fowl; raising swine, sheep or goats (on feed lots); raising of fur-bearing 
animals; or the growing of mushrooms. 

Sports Arena shall include a rink, arena or sports stadium. 

Sports Dome shall mean a sports field or other sports facility covered with an inflatable structure, and 
may also include attached accessory buildings to accommodate administrative offices, change rooms, 
and related uses. 

Storage Yard shall mean land used for outdoor storage, including:  


































































































































































































































































































































